
MUSIC
• Iowa Percussion Semi-
Annual Last Chance
Concert, 3:02 p.m., 150
Music West Interim Building
• Bass Studio Recital, 4
p.m., University Capitol
Centre Recital Hall
• Electronic Music Studio,
Lawrence Fritts, director,
7:30 p.m., 101 Becker
• Daryl Hance (JJ Grey &
Mofro guitarist), with
Flannel, 8 p.m., Mill

• The Noise FM,
Caterwaulla, Aulos,

Followed by Ghosts, 9 p.m.,
Gabe’s

THEATRE
• White Christmas, 2 p.m.,
Iowa City Community Theatre
• A Christmas Carol, City
Circle 2 p.m., Coralville Center
for the Performing Arts

MISCELLANEOUS
• Campus Activities Board,
Massage Chairs, 9 p.m., IMU
Hubbard Commons

MUSIC
• Carnage the Executioner,
with MC’s Ion, Imperfekt,
Johndope, and Gravity, with
DJ’s Omatic and Rich Rok, 9
p.m., Gabe’s
• Jif and the Choosy
Mothers, 9 p.m., Blue Moose 

FILM
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, 30 Minutes or Less, 10
p.m., 348 IMU
• Midnight Movie Series @
the Englert, Willy Wonka and
the Chocolate Factory, 11:59
p.m., Englert

THEATRE
• White Christmas, 7:30
p.m., Iowa City Community
Theatre
• A Christmas Carol, City
Circle, 7:30 p.m., Coralville
Center for the Performing Arts
• A Hamlet, Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Thayer
Theatre
• Opera Scenes, 8 p.m.,

Englert
• Vaudeville Dreams,
Theater Workshop Series, 8
p.m., Theatre B

DANCE
• Graduate/Undergraduate
Dance Concert, 8 p.m.,
Space/Place

New Year’s Eve
Director and producer Garry
Marshall creates another movie
after the hit Valentine’s Day
with an all-star ensemble cast
in New Year’s Eve. This time, the
romance and excitement takes
place on New Year’s Eve. The
movie stars big names such as
Hilary Swank, Jon Bon Jovi
(who plays a rock star), Lea
Michele (who plays a back-
ground singer), Sarah Jessica
Parker (who plays the single
mother of Abigail Breslin), and
many others.

MUSIC
• Steel Band II and III, 6:30
p.m., 150 Music West Interim
Building
• Hancher presents
Catherine Russell, 7:30 p.m.,
Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Horn Studio Recital, 7:30
p.m., University Capitol
Centre Recital Hall
• UI Afro-Cuban Jazz
Summit Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Item 9 & the Mad Hatters,
Caterwaulla, 10 p.m., Yacht
Club, 13 S. Linn

FILM
• Weekend, 6:45 p.m. and 9
p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, 30 Minutes or Less, 10
p.m., 348 IMU

THEATRE
• White Christmas, 7:30
p.m., Iowa City Community
Theatre, 4261 Oak Crest Hill
Road S.E.
• A Hamlet, Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Theatre
Building Thayer Theatre

DANCE
• Graduate/Undergraduate
Dance Concert, 8 p.m.,
North Hall Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• Campus Activities Board,
Massage Chairs, 9 p.m., IMU
Hubbard Commons
• Campus Activities Board
Comedy, Tracey Ashley, 10
p.m., Public Space One, 129 E.
Washington

MUSIC
• HHiigghh SScchhooooll LLaattiinn JJaazzzz
FFeessttiivvaall, 9 a.m., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 320 E.
College
• HHoolliiddaayy TTuubbaass, Collegium
Tubum, 12:30 p.m.,
Pentacrest
• JJaazzzz AAfftteerr FFiivvee, Eric
Thompson and the Talented
Tenth, 5 p.m., Mill 
• SSaaxxoopphhoonnee SSttuuddiioo RReecciittaall, 7
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• HHaanncchheerr pprreesseennttss AAmmeerriiccaann
BBeeaauuttyy PPrroojjeecctt, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Casino & Golf
Resort, 3184 Highway 22,
Riverside
• HHoolliiddaayy PPeerrccuussssiioonn PPooppss,
7:30 p.m., Englert
• IInntteerrpprreettaattiioonn ooff NNoonn--
GGeerrmmaann AArrtt SSoonngg, 7:30 p.m.,
University Capitol Centre
Recital Hall
• CCeelllloo SSttuuddiioo RReecciittaall, 8 p.m.,
172 Music West Interim
Building
• MMiikkee DDiilllloonn’’ss GGoo--GGoo JJuunnggllee,
5 in a Hand, 9 p.m., Yacht
Club
• HHeeaattbbooxx, Roster McCabe,
Chasing Shade, 9 p.m.,
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• VVeellccrroo MMooxxiiee AAttttiicc PPaarrttyy, 9
p.m., Blue Moose, 211 Iowa

FILM
• CCaammppuuss AAccttiivviittiieess BBooaarrdd
MMoovviiee, 30 Minutes or Less, 10

p.m., 348 IMU

THEATRE
• White Christmas, 7:30
p.m., Iowa City Community
Theatre
• A Christmas Carol, City
Circle, 7:30 p.m., Coralville
Center for the Performing
Arts, 1301 Fifth St.
• A Hamlet, Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Thayer
Theatre
• Vaudeville Dreams,
Theater Workshop Series, 8
p.m., Theatre Building
Theatre B

LECTURES
• European Studies Group
Fall 2011 Lecture Series,
noon, 1124 University Capitol
Centre

DANCE
• Graduate/Undergraduate
Dance Concert, 8 p.m.,
Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• Campus Activities Board:
Massage Chairs, 9 p.m.,
Hubbard Commons, IMU
• Animation and Interaction
Late Night Game Jam, 10
p.m., Blank Honors Center
Commons Room
• Night Hawks, Ultimate
Laser Tag, 10 p.m., IMU Main
Lounge

Friday 12.9

Today 12.8

The Sitter
Jonah Hill stars as Noah in this
movie directed by David
Gordon Green about a college
dropout who baby-sits the kids
next door to make some extra
cash. Soon, Noah gets entan-
gled with drug dealers and
finds himself running for his
life with the kids along for the
dangerous adventure.

AT THE BIJOU

Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory
(1971)
Showtimes: 11:59 p.m. Saturday

The Campus Activities Board
and the Bijou present this clas-
sic film as part of the Midnight
Movie Series at the Englert. The
film follows young Charlie, who
wins a golden ticket and gets to
explore to Willy Wonka’s
Chocolate Factory. The four
other prize winners on the tour
with Charlie all face silly acci-
dents, but Charlie beats the
odds and gets the opportunity
of a lifetime at the factory. Saturday 12.10

Sunday 12.11

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

BEER
OF THE WEEK

Samichlaus lager
This week’s beer of the week is one of the
strongest lagers in the world, at 14 percent
alcohol by volume. And the Samichlaus
(Swiss-German for Santa Clause) is as
strong as it is rare.

The beer is so uncommon because it
is only brewed on Dec. 6 every year. 
It is brewed in Eggenberg Castle in
Austria. Beer has been brewed in
the castle since the 14th century.
The complex lager features a vari-
ety of flavors, including fruits, cot-
ton candy, and hints of tobacco.
And before the flavors hit, a slight
burn from the alcohol will.
Drinkers of the beer would do well
to pair it with dark chocolate
desserts, said Joe Hotek of John’s
Grocery, 401 E. Market St.
The Samichlaus is a great unicorn
of a beer; it is definitely worth the
work it takes to find a bottle.

— by Jordan Montgomery
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80 hours

weekend events

Q A&   

By CARLY HURWITZ
Carly-hurwitz@uiowa.edu 

A trio of dancers
adorned in lingerie-
inspired costumes move
gracefully to an eerie
soundtrack as they use
personal stories to express
themselves through dance.

UI junior Hope Spear,
the choreographer, used
this personal groundwork
to choreograph “For a dia-
mond ring.”

“It started out as a solo
about the frustrations that
women feel, constantly
needing to please the oppo-
site sex and how we feel
we should act and present
ourselves,” Spear said. “As
it progressed, it turned
into how the dancers felt
about being pressured to
act a certain way.”

She will join fellow stu-
dent choreographers and
dancers in the UI Dance
Department’s
Grad/Undergrad Concert
at 8 p.m., today in North
Hall’s Space/Place with
shows running through
Saturday. Admission is
$12 for the general public,
$6 for senior citizens and
youth 17 and younger.

For more than 30 years,
UI students and faculty
have produced the
Grad/Undergrad Concert,
which focuses on bringing
students’ visions and cho-
reography to life on stage.

This year, 12 choreogra-
phers from the depart-
ment were chosen by a
committee of three faculty
members, including dance
Professor Armando
Duarte. They watched the
choreographed pieces, pro-
vided constructive feed-
back, and decided who will
make it to the stage.

Duarte said that the
selection process was very
challenging for the commit-
tee because there were more
than 40 submissions and
many elements to consider.

“There are several ele-
ments that we take a look
at — that the overall work
from beginning to end is
complete, tight, and con-
cise, the idea is well-
rehearsed, and aestheti-
cally to a point that is
ready to be performed,”
Duarte said.

Although Spear is just

in her first choreography
class at the UI, she was
recognized for her talent
and got the chance to
make her vision for “For a
diamond ring” a reality.

“It is a very forward
piece representing this
idea that a lot of people
struggle with, and it is
relatable,” she said. “The
music is almost eerie in a
way; it accentuates the
rawness and awkward-
ness of how women some-
times feel.”

The concert is a way for
dancers at the UI to put
their original work on
stage for a live audience.

“The importance is to
give the choreographers
the possibility of their work
on display, and it is also
about the great number of
performers,” Duarte said.
“You have a team that will
support their visions, and
they ultimately have the
opportunity to share work
with a broad audience.”

The faculty recognizes
the value of the students’
creativity, he said, and the
concert is the essence of
their education.

Second-year graduate

student Kristin Marrs,
working toward an M.F.A.
on the choreography track,
said she wanted to chal-
lenge herself to create a
piece that allowed her to
step out of her comfort zone.

“Initially, I thought
about wanting to challenge
myself to create a piece
that didn’t use music as its
main source of inspiration,
because that’s normally
how I work,” she said. “My
professor was encouraging
us to find a new entry
point for choreography.”

“40, 70, 110, 180” is the
title of the piece Marrs
created. She uses
metronomes as her inspi-
ration for natural move-
ments based on the tempo.

“The slow tempo has
sort of a calmer, whimsical
feeling to it, and as the
tempos increase over the
piece, things get a little
more exciting as the piece
progresses,” Marrs said.
“One metronome gets
added at a time, and it
changes how the dancers
move and interact.”

The great array of cre-
ativity by the students
creates a high-quality per-
formance. Duarte said the
show is colorful, and there
is a variety of works that
suit all types of audience.

“[We are] very thankful
for not only the university
in terms of the support but
even in the Iowa City com-
munity,” he said. “The
department has really
well-attended concerts; it’s
a great mirror to what the
students do here.”

Lingerie and
diamond rings

Maddy Curry (left) and Makinze Meiners rehearse “For a Diamond
Ring,” part of the Graduate/Undergraduate Concert, in Space/Place
on Wednesday. The 12 dance pieces performed in the concert were
chosen from more than 40 works choreographed by graduate and
undergraduate students in the Dance Department. (The Daily
Iowan/Ya-Chen Chen)

Students in the University of Iowa’s Dance
Department showcase original choreography in this
fall’s Grad/Undergrad Concert. 

Grad/Undergrad
Concert
When: 8 p.m. today, Friday,
Saturday
Where: North Hall
Space/Place
Admission: $12 for the gen-
eral public, $6 for senior cit-
izens and youth 17 and
younger.

The Daily Iowan sat
down with Chloe Metzger
of Paperback Rhino, Iowa
City’s longest-running
improvisational group to
discuss the group’s recent
success at the Upper Mid-
west Regional Champions
in Minneapolis last week-
end. The team, now
ranked 13th in the nation,
won the regional title and
will advance to the
National College Improv
Tournament in March
2012. This is the first
improv team from the
state of Iowa to reach the
national-competition
level.

Daily Iowan: How long
has Paperback Rhino been
around the Iowa City area
and how has the group
changed since it began?

Metzger: The group
was founded in 2003. The
group has changed a lot
since it started — at the
beginning, it was a small-
er group of around four or
five friends who would
simply get together and
practice short-form
improv games, similar to
“Whose Line Is It Any-
way?.” As it has evolved, it
has gotten more serious.
For the first five or six
years, there were just two

shows a year, and around
10 to 20 people came to
performances. As we got
our name out there, we
found a home at Public
Space One, in the Jeffer-
son Building, and have
accumulated a fan base of
around 40 to 60 people for
our semi-monthly per-
formances.

DI: What are the basics
of improvisational acting?

Metzger: There are two
different forms, short form
and long form. Short form
is made up of little games,
like what you see on
shows like “Whose Line Is
It Anyway?.” Long form is
what people at the Improv
Olympics and Second City
do. It is essentially creat-
ing a play without a script
that lasts from 20 minutes
to half an hour. The art
form we’re really trying to
perfect is long form.

DI: How would you
describe your experience
at the regional competi-
tion in Minneapolis?

Metzger: It was inter-
esting, because improv is
so different, you obviously
can’t rehearse beforehand.
You can have a terrible
scene or the best scene of
your life.We did not expect
to win; it was really a sur-

prise because everyone
was so good.

DI: How do you prepare
for improv performances?

Metzger: The funniest
thing is that people will
ask, “Will we see things we
have seen before?” Most of
us (in Paperback Rhino)
have been doing this since
high school, and none of us
have ever played the same
scene more than once. We
have practice twice a
week, each are two hours.
Improv is like a muscle —
you just have to work that
and strengthen it.

DI: Are there any rules
or principles that this free-
form style uses?

Metzger: One of the
most basic rules is that
you don’t “deny.” Whatever
your partner tells you is
the truth. As soon as you
break that gift that your
partner gives you, the
audience says, “Oh, they
messed up.” Another rule
is to not ask questions. If
you ask someone a ques-
tion, it puts them on the
spot.

ARTS
Chamber Singers to
present holiday per-
formance

The Chamber Singers of Iowa
City will perform “A Service of
Lessons and Carols” featuring
songs from the group’s recently
released Christmas album, On
Christmas Day. 

It will give a concert at 4:30
p.m. Dec. 11 at the First
Presbyterian Church, 2701
Rochester Ave. Admission is free
and open to the public. 

The 16-track CD includes tradi-
tional holiday carols along with
new arrangements of some of the
group’s favorites. The CD will be
available after the concert for $16. 

— by Samantha Gentry

The rhino in the room

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Go online to read the full
version of this interview.

don’t miss!

Don’t miss: Limbs
Where: Mill
When: 8 p.m. Saturday
Why you should go: Why
you should go: Limbs is a
band that combines funk,
alternative, rock, and jazz
into its music. It recently
released its first four-track
EP, “The Weekend,” which
features mix-master Tommy
Daughterty.

                      


